, however, many questions surrounding the assassination remained unanswered. Since this time, numerous theories have circulated suggesting that Oswald acted as part of a larger criminal conspiracy involving a variety of government, international, or criminal groups. These conspiracy theories are not just the province of a small minority; a 2003 ABC News poll (1) found that 70% of Americans believe that Kennedy's death was the result of a broader plot.
. Lee Harvey Oswald in his backyard (top) and a magnified view of his head (bottom). Are the shadows in this photo inconsistent with a single light source? Shown in figures 3 and 4 are the rendered 3-D models and the original photo. Note that in figure 3, the shadows under the nose, eyes, lower lip, and neck are well matched between the model and the original. At the same time, the shadow cast by the body onto the ground plane is also well matched with the original (figure 4). Note also that the thin sliver of a shadow from the vertical post is also well matched. These shadows, which at first glance appeared inconsistent, are in fact perfectly consistent with a single light source.
Evidence of tampering in this historical and controversial photo would have suggested a broader conspiracy behind Kennedy's assassination. A 3-D lighting and shadow analysis of this photo, however, reveals no such evidence of tampering. Claims to the contrary are a result of the inability of the visual system to reliably judge 3-D geometry and lighting from a photograph. Conditions of use. This article may be downloaded from the Perception website for personal research by members of subscribing organisations. Authors are entitled to distribute their own article (in printed form or by e-mail) to up to 50 people. This PDF may not be placed on any website (or other online distribution system) without permission of the publisher.
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